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Troye Cottage, 32 Whielden Street

- a few doors from the Saracen’s Head Inn.
Troye Cottage is a timber-framed, terraced house. Although the timber-frame is not obvious from the street, because it is mostly hidden by a later brick frontage, it is visible in several of the rooms. Three of the rooms have fireplaces across the corner (one an inglenook). Such corner fireplaces seem quite common in Amersham but are relatively unusual elsewhere. The bessemer beam (lintel) above the fireplace has a number of holes drilled into it, indicating that it was pegged to other timbers at some point. This is unlikely to have been in the house; almost certainly the beam had been re-cycled from a ship. This was not uncommon at the time. It would be interesting to carbon-date the beam.

There is a small cellar (at one time used as a coal cellar) with an odd unglazed “sump” set into the floor at one corner, which sometimes fills up with water. Indeed, the whole cellar did fill up with water to a depth of a few cm, but usually the water table is now  too low for this to happen.

We assume from the style that the house was built in about 1600, with the brick frontage added about a hundred years later, but so far have been unable to obtain any documentary evidence. However, it may be a little after 1600 as it appears to be an in-fill between what are now numbers 30A and 34. In one room, the timber frame constituting the wall of no. 34 is clearly visible. The party wall with the next house suffers some rising damp, leading to efflorescence. This is not uncommon in houses where the floor is basically earth with a layer of concrete on top. However, the efflorescence is usually most marked close the street, where centuries of animal urine have given rise to high concentrations of salts which then rise through the walls. In our case, however, the efflorescence extends some way back, suggesting that where 32 now stands may originally have been a gap, leading to a field, where animals congregated.

The house appears to have two front doors, causing immense confusion to the post office. The left hand one (as viewed from the street) originally gave access to the shop, and probably the house as a whole but is now closed off. The right hand one leads to a passage to the rear. This now gives access to the living room, but cannot be original as it cuts through the timber frame. At one time, it also gave access to no. 34, although this is now blocked off. This passage probably originally gave access to yards or gardens for both 32 and 34.

The original staircase seems to have been outside the building, at the rear. This was later enclosed, and later still the direction of the staircase changed (remains of a previous staircase can be seen in the cellar). 

Lath and plaster work can be seen in several places in the attics, as can some very ancient timbers.

At the rear of the house was a large 2-room workshop. This was only joined to the main part of the house by the addition of a passage in the late 1980s, when it was converted into a kitchen. When a door was put between the two rooms in the early 2000s evidence of a hearth was uncovered, possibly from when a wheelwright had lived in the house.

The water supply now comes from the main in Whielden Street. However, as little as 10 years ago it came via a much more circuitous route, through the kitchen of Baker’s Cottage in Whielden Green. Similarly, it seems that the electricity supply to no. 34 originally came through no. 32!

The dormer window in the roof and a second window at first floor level were added at some time after 1914, as the Museum has a George Ward photograph of that date, without the windows. The shutters at first floor level are entirely decorative and were added in the 1950s/1960s.
The house is certainly shown on A map of Agmondesham (1742) and at the time was not part of the Drake family estate. This is supported by the fact that it was not listed in the auction catalogue of the great sale of the Drake properties (including many in Whielden Street) on 31st May 1928. However, it was owned by a member of that family, Edward Thomas Tyrwhitt Drake at least from 1926, then passing on his death, in 1933, to his cousin Thomas Tyrwhitt Drake. On the latter’s death (22nd March 1956) it was sold (17th July 1957) by his Executors … for £600 !

The census records for the house, listing names, ages and occupations of its inhabitants, give a fascinating insight into Victorian England. (Spellings are as in the original).
Census 1841

James Bateman, 76, corn dealer;

John Harrison, 35, tailor;

Ann Harrison, 30;

William Harrison, 2

Census 1851
Benjamin Baker, 39, journeyman tailor;

Julia Baker, 33;

Eliza Baker, 13;

Julia Baker, 1;

Elizabeth Douglas, 75

Census 1861
Benjamin Barker, 50, tailor;

Julia Barker, 42;

Eliza Barker, 22, dressmaker;

Julia Sophia Barker, 6.

Census 1871
Benjamin Barker, 58, tailor;

Julia Barker, 52;

Eliza Barker, 30, dressmaker;

Julia Sophia Barker, 16 dressmaker.

Census 1881
Frederick Plan, 33, plumber;

Eliza Plan, 33;

Ada Plan, 7;

Edith Plan, 5;

Alice Plan, 2.

Census 1891
William Marshall, 32, plumber;

Maria Elizabeth Marshall, 31;

Sarah Elizabeth Marshall, 8;

Charles William Marshall, 7;

? Kate Marshall, 3;

Jessie Phoebe Marshall, 1.

Census 1901
John H Line, 49, wheelwright;

Mary A Line, 50;

Ernest H Line, 23, plumber’s mate;

Jesse Line, 19, taylor;

Leonard E Line, 18, labourer in malthouse;

Rose I Line, 12.
Census 1911

Mary Ann Line, 63;

Ernest Harry Line, 34, plumber;

Jessie Line, 29, tailor;
Lenard Edward Line, 28, house painter;
Clara Line, 29, wife of Lenard;
Rosa Ida Line, 22, domestic servant;
Voilet Mary Line, 5, neice;
Marjorie Rose Line, 3, neice.
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