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Chapel House, The Platt and the King’s Church

In 1676 land was bought between the High St and the Platt as a burial ground and in 1677 a meeting house was built on the site of what is now Chapel House.  In the 1720s, the Baptist movement split into ‘General’ and ‘Particular’ (sometimes referred to as ‘Strict and Particular’) factions.  On the site of what is now the King’s Church a Particular Baptist chapel was built in the 1770s, which was known as the “Lower Meeting“.  It was rebuilt in 1784 and later extended.

In 1769 the original 1677 chapel was taken down and a new chapel built by the General Baptists (now Chapel House) which was known as the “Upper Meeting“, but it was taken over in 1823 by another group which had broken away from the Lower Meeting.

The “Upper Meeting” was not in use by the end of the 19th century (by which time the two factions had united in 1891 as the Baptist Union) and was re-opened in 1902 as the “Mount Zion (Old Baptist) Chapel”.   In 1907 it was extended by the addition of a schoolroom at the rear.  Alfred Bizzell, who was responsible for the re-opening, would go there with his family and friends at times when Mr Bizzell had calculated that the world would end!

The house was sold and converted into a private residence - there is some confusion as to whether that happened in the 1920s or in 1944, but the latter date is probably when Peggy Ashcroft’s brother bought it.  It was further adapted by adding rooms above in about 1970. In 1980 it was bought by the King’s Church and their minister lived there, but they sold it again a few years later and it has remained in private hands.

